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Road to Net Zero by 2050: London’s built environment sector risks falling ‘off track’ in achieving its environmental target, NLA report warns

· 85 per cent of NLA Member survey respondents believe that current policy and regulations are not compatible with zero carbon ambitions. 
· Over 90 per cent agree that the COVID-19 crisis presents an opportunity to transform our way of life and transition to a 100 per cent green economy 
· 60 per cent answered that the next London Mayor should commit to make London carbon neutral by 2030
· Only 34 per cent believe that London is on track to meeting its targets, 22 per cent in the rest of the UK
· London is showing leadership in its climate agenda, which has resulted in a proliferation of initiatives and collaborations across the sector, with many examples showcased in the report
· The report identifies key barriers that need to be addressed now for it to hit its targets and eight tangible solutions to help the built environment on the road to achieving net zero
· ‘Retrofitting to become 90 per cent of the work of built environment professionals’ has been voted as the key approach that will have the most impact for the climate agenda

85 per cent out of over 100 of the companies working in the built environment sector in London believe that the current policy framework and regulations are not compatible with the UK’s zero carbon emissions says Zero Carbon London, a report [add link] published by New London Architecture (NLA) today. It highlights that this is the biggest barrier to achieving the capital’s Net Zero targets. The report launches in the lead up to London Climate Action Week, taking place from 14-20 November 2020. 

Zero Carbon London was informed by a survey of 100 companies in the built environment sector, conducted in September 2020, alongside insights provided by interviews and working group sessions with London’s built environment professionals leading on the climate agenda. 

Globally, the built environment sector alone is responsible for over 40 per cent of the total carbon emissions. Following the UK Government pledge to become zero carbon by 2050, the report offers an unprecedented insight into where the built environment profession is currently in the fight against climate change, and the measures that need to be prioritised in London to achieve this.

London has demonstrated great leadership by being one of the first cities in the world to set zero carbon targets, with 27 of 33 London local authorities having declared a climate emergency so far, and a proliferation of initiatives and collaborations across the sector. The report showcases over 80 of the best examples of buildings, masterplans, infrastructure and toolkits that support London’s transition to a low carbon city. View the Projects showcase here and the Case Study showcase here.

The report, however, also reveals that only 34 per cent of those surveyed believe that the capital is on track to meeting its targets of achieving net zero carbon emissions by 2050, with this figure dropping to 22 per cent for the UK as a whole. 

In light of the London’s Mayoral election to be held in 2021, 60 per cent of those surveyed believe that the next London Mayor should commit to make London carbon neutral by 2030 and make climate action the key priority. London Mayor Sadiq Khan has said he would bring forward the zero carbon deadline to 2030 but this would require a huge programme of investment as well as new powers, which is down to the national government.  

This should be the key driver for the economic recovery from COVID-19 too. Over 90 per cent believe that the current COVID-19 crisis could be an opportunity to transform our way of life, act in a more environmentally conscious way and transition to a 100 per cent green economy.
However, NLA warns that with the current inadequate provision of central government funding, access to green finance and incentives, none of this will be achievable. The report cites this as one of the biggest barriers for London’s built environment industry to achieving the Net Zero targets, a close second to ‘policy and regulation’. Current policies are believed not to be effective to drive the changes needed to decarbonise the built environment. Among the biggest concerns are the lack of integration across different policies and differences in benchmarking which fall short in pushing the industry to do better. NLA’s recent response to the government’s Planning White Paper called for a holistic net zero carbon approach that integrates the commitments to become net zero by 2050 with other national commitments such as the Climate Change Act.  
Other challenges include lack of common standards and shareable data, time and scale and lack of skills and knowledge. While survey respondents believe this is at a good level among the industry, the NLA Expert Panel on Net Zero identified the lack carbon literacy among professionals and the general public as a key barrier.
The report also provides solutions to help us get to zero carbon, with ‘retrofitting to become 90 per cent of the work of built environment professionals’ emerging as the key approach that should be implemented in the next five years. NLA is backing the AJ’s RetroFirst campaign and will be focusing in on this vital agenda over the coming months.
Catherine Staniland, Director, NLA, said: “London is home to an amazing proliferation of initiatives and projects to help London become a net zero carbon city. However, our member survey showed that we risk falling off track unless our national policies and regulations fully align with these ambitions. As an industry we must place a greater emphasis on the potential offered by the retrofit existing stock and we are delighted to be backing the AJ’s RetroFirst campaign, which we will be covering over the coming months.”

Ashley Bateson, Chair - NLA Net Zero Expert Panel, Partner – Hoare Lea, said:
“NLA’s Road to Net Zero report provides an important review of the opportunities for reducing carbon emissions in buildings. It is encouraging that the recent NLA members survey showed that built environment professionals in London want to see a faster transition to net zero, not just in new buildings, but particularly in existing buildings.”

Sonal Jain, Sustainability Director – Net Zero Carbon, JLL, said:
“Despite current challenges, it’s great to see the vision for Net Zero London has remain undeterred, with NLA members calling for urgent action on policy and green financing solutions. We know many of our older buildings are falling short of mark and we absolutely need to drive focussed effort towards decarbonising our existing built environment. At JLL, we believe there are strong drivers to act now and future proof our buildings”.
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The research forms part of the NLA’s year-round Net Zero programme, with Programme Champions: Elementa, Heyne Tillett Steel, Hoare Lea, Waterman Group, Miele and London & Partners.

EVENTS

Off the back of the Zero Carbon London NLA is holding an extensive programme of events focusing on the Net Zero challenge for London and how we can work together to address the key barriers identified.

NLA Zero Carbon – report launch
Wednesday 11 November, 10-11am
Marking the launch of the NLA Zero Carbon London report, NLA looks at the key barriers for London in addressing the climate emergency.
Free webinar, open to all – register here

Retrofitting London’s Homes: case studies of green finance solutions
Thursday 19 November, 10-11am
A focus on retrofit has been ranked as the number one priority to support London’s transition towards a zero carbon city. As part of London Climate Action week, this event, in collaboration with The Green Finance Institute will present practical case studies showcasing financing solutions to retrofit residential stocks that cover private owners, renters and council housing. 
Free and open to all - Register here 

Project in Practice
Wednesday 9 December, 10-11.30am
To address the lack of skills and knowledge withing the industry, NLA presents a series of Project in Practice where you can learn from the design teams involved in some of the most ambitious projects about how they addressed specific design and technical challenge. In this first event we will focus on zero carbon design. 
Please email ilaria.vignolo@nla.london for a press ticket for this member only event if you would like to attend.

New London Architecture

New London Architecture (NLA) is London’s independent centre for debate, discussion and information about the future shape of the capital. Its membership represents all those involved in the capital’s built environment. The year-round programme provides a platform for NLA’s broad network to meet, share knowledge and shape a better city. Visit nla.london for more information.

NLA Expert Panel on Net Zero

Ashley Bateson, Partner, Hoare Lea
Craig Robertson, Head of Sustainability, AHMM
Gary Clark, Principal, Science and Technology Regional Leader, HOK London Studio    
Hero Bennett, Principal Sustainability Consultant, Max Fordham LLP
Juliette Morgan, Head of Sustainable Development, British Lan
Luisa Brotas, Senior Sustainability and Climate Change Officer, LB Hackney
Marion Baeli, Partner, PDP London Architects
Nils Rage, Sustainable Design and Innovation Manager, Landsec
Sonal Jain, Sustainability Director, JLL
Douglas Phillips, Senior Environmental Analyst, Historic England
Paul Dipino, COO, Joseph Homes
Derek Wilson, Senior Sustainable Development Supervisor, TfL
Tom Steel, Director, Heyne Tillett Steel
Nathan Millar, Principal, Sustainability, Elementa Consulting
John Davies, Head of Sustainability, Derwent London
Charlie Scott, Board Director, Waterman






